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theſe my fv lines following, vader the defenſe 
of your honourable name : not that alone, mean, 
which from your Progenitours you haut receined 
honourable, but which your ſelfe hath fo made. 
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of your honourable name : not that alone,1 mean, 
whech from your Progenitours you haut receined 
honourable, but which your ſelſe hath fo mae. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
dicate this to you, to whom for long time) I haue 
dedicated my labours and my ſelfe ; with that in- 
genuous interpretation alwates from you, that 
conninence at my weakneſſes,that incouragement 
of my indeuours, that fn eet acceptance, that re- 
ligious and zealous attention,that (hriſtian cou- 
ragions protettion of mee (as the place required) 
that now to doubt of patronage m this, would 
beare aſhen(at leaft)of vugratefull miſ-eſteeming 
and undue prizing of the former, But yet I muſt 
weeds confeſſe, and I can doe no teſſe then confeſſe 
it, nor could I doe lefſe then that which I will con- 
feſſe, that F was much diuided, whether Iſhould. 
chuſe in this to grace me by your ſelfe, or by that 
right reuerend and honourable Lord the "Biſhop 
of Lincolne , whom now T ſerue ; to whom my 
dutie is fincere , as riehtly ſeated: vpon the 
zrue obiefts, his excelent learnmg, honourable 
comportment, amiable condition,Wiſe and indict- 
ous gouernment of his Clergie abroad, and reliyi- 
ous care of his familie at home : that wee cannot 
but reuerence him a Biſhop, loue and honour him 
a friend ; and they not but with all free duty 
fſerue him, who hane the happineſſe to haue hima 
maſter : whomif the Papiſts knew, as wee doe 
eg =_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
hzere, they would forbeare to traduce him, at 
leaſt for ſhame, that property of man ; and begin 
to honour him, at leaſt with enuy, that propertie 
of baſe vuworthy enemies: but wee may feare, or 
rather ſufpe, his fortune will be the Jame that 
was of worthy Germanicus zz Tacitus,ro bee 
hated and maligned the more violently, be- 
cauſe vniultly, But not to mtereſſe my dutie 
only in this choice (which though in reſpetF of you 
two doth ſeeme to be dtuided, yet is ke vnto the 
eres that inwardly doe meet, and make but one 
ſehr) it not mine intention heere alone to make 
demonſtration of it, but to craue defenſe and pa- 
tronage for that 1 haue heere written; which beſt 
may bee afforded by your ſelfe, who haue beene 
a preſent mitneſſe of many of thoſe chiefeſt things 
that I hane heere deluered. 

'T wo ſorts of men there bee which I eSpectally 
baue touched , whoſe vnfriendly cenſure may 
chance to paſſe pon mee © but 1 am feangleſſe e- 
nourh: I doe not much care for any enemie in this 
world, if I baue mine inward conſcience for my 
friend, as in theſe things deliuered 1 haue me#t 
firme and comfortables 

For Iwillſay thus much (70t fearing to make 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
a ſuppoſition, haumg giuen ſufficient teſtumonie 
zo you of my ſenceritie im Religion) that were I m 
all other points areſolued Papuſt, yet would Jbe 
ro theſe poſitions 1 baue ſpoken againſt, for euer,a 
re/olued and profeſſed enemie. 

T hat 1 haue ſomewhere omitted the cuting of 
ny Authors (to your ſelfe not vnknowen) I pre- 
Jumed vpon your approbation of my ſecret reaſon. 
Laſily,that Thaue choſen to dedrcate a Sermon 

to you an honourable Knight, hath m it this 
particular reaſon,that 7 doe know you ſtudied as 
welltn the Fathers of the (harch, as inthe Pol. 
gicians of the { ommon-wealth; and in that hono- 
rable imploiment for his Maieflic which latelie 

you had,go haue ſeemed(1f occaſion any time were 
ginen) as wella Prelate-Legate for the Charch, 

as a wiſe jſe Embaſſadour for the Common-weale : to 
both ; which, that you may heere long line (as 

you bawe done) a faithfull ad an honourable ſer. 

” want and afterwards in heauen 4 glorious Samt, 
the Loo of his infonite goodneſſe grant vnto you, 

__ Jeſus Chreft our Saniour. 


| Yoursi in all dury and true affetion, 
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Thy wiſedome and thy knowledge they baue 
cauſed thee to rebel, 
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| he ſhould notcate of the tree of 
2 k-owicdge; for that, beſides his 
preſent fall, a knowledge he was 
EF to gettherby, that for euermore 

would :nake him and his ſonnes 


to fall, 
; Subtill malicious diuell, charaymed not alone ar 
the difordering of mans affeRions, bur firſt & chick 
ly (as it ſeemeth ) atthe corrupting and ouerthrow- 
_ his reaſon and wnderſlanding, 


5 Lordscommanding 4d that Gen, x 


ce promiſed to E244 ( and he kept his promiſe) Gen, ;; 


that if they wouldcate thereof, their cies ſhould be 
open, and they ſhould haue k»owledgezand ſoit was, 
ſaith the Text, their cies were-open and they had 
knowledge : but of what kinde, and rowhat vic > To 
dire& them away to run awayfrom God; to fowe 
figge leaues together to make falſe coucrings,to hide 
theirnakednefle and wickedneſſe ; and this was the 
knowledgerhe diucll did giue to Adam,andall his fons 
haue of it fortheir naturall inheritance : Bleſſed and 
happy man if he had never _ this knowledge. 


One 
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Jeſuiſme d:ſeribed 

- One man affe&erh Honor; an other wea!th; athird 
pleaſure;bur all,viſedome and knowledze:That man de. 
fireth wiſedome who atf. &erh nothing elſe; and fo the 
Stoick, who laboured to haue no affe<Ction, and yer 
did ir, thar he might bee. thought aboue other men 
to afte& ni{edowe; and it ſeemes an afteAation com- 
mendable, "7 13 | 

Wiſcdome it is the glory and the eminencie of man, 
fitte for to catch the beſt and the braueſt ſpirits with 
ambirion of it ; and the ſubrill diuell doth know ir, 
and laies a bite accordingly, of his deceirfull and 
falſe coloured wiſedome ; which man doth ſwallow 
without diſcerning and therefore aboue all things, 
ſuſpeR and looke to thy wiſedome and kaowledge, 
- It is a good rulc in Divinitie, the more the diuell 
promiſerh,the more do thou feare him ; ſpeaketh he 
to thee of delights and pleaſures? auoid him: talketh 


heto thee of wiſedome and knowledze? flic -_ from 
c 


him: doth he poſlefſe thee once with an affeRati- 
on of his wiſedome & knowledge? Sernro caprus er,thou 
art ſecurely and dangerouſly raken. It was thy wifdoms 

and thy knowledge, 0 Babylen,that cauſed ther torebell. 
The points in generalll haue purpoſed to diſcuſſe 
be theſe: Firſt, fromthe: Prop, (making wifedome and 
knowledge the-cauſe of Babylons ſinne)chis poſition or 
colleion, that wiſedome and knowledge canſeth men to 
fenne. Secondly, what kinde of wiſedome this is, and 
whatis allowable,and what nor. Thirdly,leauing the 
firſt materiall Baby/or,atype of the ſecond, I wil thew 
vnto you, how wiſcdome and trowledge haue cauſed 
the preſent Babylon of the worldtorebelland ſinne, 
Fourthly, 


vnder the name of Babylons Policie, © - 

Fourthly, I will make vſc of all, as this. preſent ſo- 

lemnetime of our. deuotions doth occaſion me. 

Forthe firſt. Ir is true, there is no other creature 
vpon the catth hath reaſon and wiſedome, but man a+ 
Jone ; but yet it is alſo as true, there is no other crea- 
ture that goeth ſo farre from reaſon and wiſedome as 
man doth: from whence fitly Hieron Ramirez, It 
were good for man that it were not wotſe for him to 
be out of his wits, then it is for them that haue none. 
I do notſay(ſaith hee) happy the beaſts, but yer vn- 
bappy man, 2i cum ratiine 5aſane, who. runnerh 
madde with the reaſon that God hath giuen him; 
nay, who runneth from God and goodnes with zea- 
ſenand wiſedome, 

Excellently that deuout writer of Effrelia; When 
man doth thinke to'ſquare out all his ations by the 
rules of wiſedome and wnderſtanding, as alonein loue 
withthem, athouſand to one but the diuell deceiues 
him; for he ouer-reacheth and ouer-matcheth man 
with them ; we mult ſctthe reſolution of goodnes a- 
gainſt him, and nor ofwiſedome and vnderſtanding. 

". Dothwiſedome and knowledge lead a man to finne? 
ea,the diuel could wiſh all men wereſubrill 8 wiſe 
ce hath. more excellent ſeruice from one of theſe, 

then from a thouſand others: For Phedra to affect 

her ſopne Hippoleus, was akindofluſt, not. bur of 


catnes,faith the Tragedian. SaxiZe paruis habitat gen, ripys. 


intetiy Venus, Holy & good louedwels in poore fi]- 
ly ſoules; mediumgque ſaxos Vulgns affetus tenet,. and 
the middle vulgar hath meane and moderate afteQi- 
ons; and offendeth rather in notbeeing true wy 4 

| B 2 then 


lefuitiſme deſcribed 

then not good Chriſtians ; tn rudenes tatherthen in 
impictic; Inferiour conceits hauernferiour fines; 
Non nifi ex magnis ingenifs magni errores, great errors 
come not but trom greater wits: They were Gianrs 
and Lucifer that highly rebelled againft God; Do77iſe 
ſimu Patrum Tertullianus,lngenioſiſſimus Origenerand 
they were both ſtained with foule herefies, Elegantly 
Heftor Pints,Vices be moſt liuely and quick, inthe 
mioſt quick and liuely conceits; and ſome vices doe 
not commonly reſide but in great wits; ſome not 
but in great wiſedome , fome not butingreat kyow- 
ledge. Multum facit ad ingeninm Superbia ,(aith a late 
Orator in commendation of pride; Pride maketh 
much to the ſharpning of ones wit; but it may more 
ficly be turned, Multum facit ad Superbiim ingenium, 
a ſharp witmaketh muchto the begetting of pride; 
and yaine is ambition, except it be in wiſedome, that 
may _ ſomething ; & oſtentation is ſeldom, 
Except it be in knowledge. b 5 
Whom the dinell doth dignify with theſe hiseZ 
ſpeciall graces and'fauours of wiſedowe and kyow- 
ledee, _— his delight; the wiſe and ſubtill work. 
ly men, t ey be deliciz Diabeli, the diuels Deticie, Tt 
is they fhall a& for him his glorious ſtratagems,his 
ſplendida peccata, his gliſtring ſinnes;his Gereroſa ſte. 
lera, hisgenerous wickedneſles 3 his nobleproics; 
his honourable policies; his ſcaclet ſinnes; kis graue 

blacke complors z nay,his Diaina myſteria iniquiraris, 
his diuine myſteries of iniquity. Zeb 
| There is no one vice more oppoſite to goodnes, 
then humane wiſedome z humane wiſedome {inncth more 


then 


under the name of Babylons Policies 

then all our corrupred affeions z it is more decei- 
ued and doth more decciue vs, then all our other 
weakenecſles ; it hath a neerer affinitic with the di- 
uels eſpeciall propertie ( which is ſubtilty Jthen any 
other quallity, Excellently therefore S. Auzufine, 
Mars tibi metue cumin intellety habitat Diabolws,qua 
Cum in affettionibus, feare thou more when the diucil 
dwelleth in chine vnderſtandine and wiſedome, then 
when he dwellethinthine affeftions. | 

' Wiſedome, why it is adangerous thing: the diuell 
catcheth yong men by their atfeGions, butthe ripe 
andold by their wi/2domeand vaderſianding. Again, 
it isa dangerous thing; worldly wijedome(as Plurarch 
fpeaketh of ambirion ) neuer waxeth old; it decaics 
notin ys together with our bodice and our other vi. 
ces, but (as Tacirrs of ambition Y noxifima exuitur,it Hit. lb. a 
is the laſt thing that goeth out of man, and not bur hs 
together with his ſoule. 

-» Iris no Paradox, that the diuell hath more adoe 
rointrapthe fimplethen the ſubtHl” Phetarcbſaid of 
certaine people, that they were rudiores quam qui po- 
terant decipi , more rude then: they could be decei- 
ued, Tn 
And in'a word, wiſedime and knowledge carry 
moreto hell, then all mans other wickedrneſſes: The” 
baniſhed man cried out, | 

-9 Ingenio pery qui miſer ipſe mo, 
miſerable man that F am, I have periſhed with my 
wit and mine vndiranding; andit ſhall be the crie 
(I feare me Yof many millions in the flames of hell, 


miſerable mea thatweare, wee hauc periſhed -with- 
$a aero agearng *; __ 


| Teſuitiſme deſcribed 
our wits and wnderſtandings; weare brought hither 
by our wiſedome and knowleage, | 

Ic is true, reaſo# orwiſedoms is the ſuperior gouer- 
nour that we haue by nature,and yet more neede to 
be goucrned then any one of our aff<QRions. It is 
one thing to haue: reaſon and. wiſcdme,an other thing 
to haue true gouernement of our ſclues; thefirſt is 
by nature, the ſecond by grace. Itis hard rognake 
the wil and deſire yeeld vato that whichthe reaſon 
propoundeth; bur it.is harder to make the reaſon 
propoundthat which we ſhould will and defire: tne 
hardnes is in guiding of the reaſon and the vnaer- 
ſtanding, 
| What adeale of Art, abundance of Lawes,a mul- 
titude of helpes, hath neceſlity and time made man 
make to gouerne his reaſon 2? Wellalcarned father ; 
Man were a creature almoſt inſufferable, if he were 
not mortall. And I thinke ittrue; but though he be 
mortall,man were a creature aboue others inſyffera- 
ble,ifthewerenotreligiousz andthe reaſonof his ig 
ſufferablenes, is the vnrulines of his reaſon. an vr= 
derflanding,that muſt haue religion aboucit,to guide 
and gouerne it. : 

The light ofthe body.is the cie, ſaith our Sauior; 
thatis, the reaſon and wnderſtanding ; if then thine Eie, 
be ſingle, ifthine wnderſtanding bee right and true, 
thy whole bodice ſhall be light ; butifthine cie bee 
wicked, if thine vnderſtanding be wicked, then al thy 
bady ſhall be darke : vyherefore if the lightthat is 
inthee be darkenes, hovv great is that darkenes ! and 
therefore looke eſpecially to thy light, to thine eie, 

| co 
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to thy wiſedome and vnderſtanding, 

Bur' you will then obie& vato- me, what , will 
youthen deny rhe'vieof wifſedome, andleaue vs to 
the dire&ions (or confuſion rather ) of afimple 
blinde goodnes? wil you crofle the courſe ofnature, 
which hath nor onely giuen vs Yoluntatem, ſed & in= 
telletum, not only a wit?, but alſo an vnierſiending? 
or will you lezu2 vs ro our will, which cannotbe 
good but from the vaderſtandings teaching ? or will 
you order vs by that which hath no order, and tie vs 
to that which hath noſubſtancetorake hold vpon, 
the fancies of an inconfiderate andblindezeale and 
deuotion ? Apagez my meaning is not(asI wil ſhew 


by and by) to bid thee be a foole,but,as S.Pas! doth, i.Cor 3; 


for Chriſts ſake, thatthou maiſt be wiſe; my mea- 


ning isnotto bidde thee caſt away thine' v#derſtan- , Cor. 


ftinz, but, asthe Apoſtle did, to caſt it downe; and 
bring it to ſubietion & obedience, to the doatrines 
of Chriſt, which be moſt wiſe, 

- Bur two ſorts of meiithere bee that doe infeſt the 
common wealth of Chrifts Church ; the one with 
roo much wiſdom the other with too lirtle:the firſt, 
Babylonian, of whom I ſhall ſpeake by and by; the 
ſecond be amongſt vs, who precilely indeede refuſe 
the goucrnment of humane »/dome (as they eſteem 
i) and thedireQtions and inuentions of it (eſpecially 
in Church Diſcipline)but not that they may be wiſe; 
Dexueti, deuout men; or rather deuored, /Zd ſib; ipſss, 
burto themſelues-and their owne conceits,if cuer a- 
fy in the worldz-oratthe beſt; they vehemently ſup- 
poſe they haue the wiſe ſpirit of God; and _ 
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Rom.I 3. 


 Teſaitiſme deſeribed © 
thence will haue to bee approucd the goodnefle and 


' wiſedome ofthat they teach, and not from the good- 


nes and wiſedome of their teachings and actions,to be 
approued the trueneſſe of their ſpirir. 

My intention is notto inlarge againſttheſe men 
by the way aJoneI will only paſſe this word: In for- 
raine parts they bee an. onely defaination of our 
Church ; afirſt and principall exception, euen with 
the chiefe and principalleſt of them ; a ſtay of all in- 
different and moderate conceite of vs; and a hinde.- 
rance of many mens conuerſions. And though in- 
deede it worketh thus farre with them, without jul} 
cauſe z yet theſe men bee the occaſion,that it work- 
eth thus farre. 

I know this is their glcrieto be the eſpeciall hared 
by them; nay, let metellyou therefore ( if any here 
be ſuch) they ſpeake not of you, Odio quodam, with 
a kinde of hatred; vix contempis, ſcarce with con- 
tempt; ſedplane cerie riſu,but with laughter and deri« 
fon. ShouldI apologiſe for theſe? no, for the par. 
ticular ofthem I was ſpeaking of, 

Thoughit be true that deuotion is not proper on- 
ly vato wiſedome, yet is it a property of true deuotion 
to be obedient vnto it : hanc ſe ſuſtulerss, Tirts: vitinm 
erit(ſaith $. Bernard;) If you take away wiſedome and 
diſcretion, vertue will bee a vice. The Lord would 
haueno blinde beaſt to be offered vp vntohim; and 
he commanded all his Sacrificesto be ſprinkled and 
ſeaſoned with alt: Excellently $S. Paw! requireth, 
wt rationabile ſit obſequinm noſtr4, that our obedience 
and ſeruice to Godbe reaſonable; God will bee fer- 
ued 


wnder tht name of Babylons Policie. 


ued with reaſon and wiſeacme as well as man will. 
The trueneſle of deuorion confiſteth not in extre-= 
' mity (which conceite deceiues theſe men) butin a 
wile and due temper. Deuotion hath twoextremes 
that be vices , as well as vertues haue; Ne quid vim, 
is good in Diuinity : neither do I here take remiſnes 
and coldnes in Religion, for wiſedome and diſcretion 
in religion. No, with S, Bernard, I requirethat fer- 
uor, qui [apientiam erigat, that may ſtirre vp wiſedome 
and diſcretion, that jt be not too backeward; and 
that wiſedome, que ferworers regat, that may gouerne 
our feruor, leſt it be too forward. But excellently 


that excellent both Orator and Poet, No# fortuito Pararch... 


wiimum inter vireutes locum obtinuit temperantia; not 
by chance hath temperance and moderation got 
the laſt place amongſt the vertues, itisſo hard to 
keep a temper &a moderation; it isthe laſt vertue 
that commonly man obraines, &itis well ifitcom- 
meth with age andtime, 

A wiſedometherefore I allow, andnothing more; 
and that wſedeme whoſe Genus ( as the Logician ſpeaz 
keth) ſhall bee Humans intellettus, or humaxa ratio, 
humane vnderſtanding or humane reaſon; bur the 
eſſence of itor eſſentiall difterence, muſt bee, Dinims 

ſpiritu illuminatus, inlightned by Gods diuine ſpirits 
and the inſeparable accident, muſt be, Dez werbo di. 
refs, direted by the word and wiſedome of God. 
Mans reaſon without theſe, is like the Mariners nee- 
dle withoutthe tuch, which will turne euery way,6c 
neuer ſtand (till the way it ſhould, 

I allow (and muſt) the ar of mey, the — 

| es 


" Wefuitiſme deſcribed 
Rles of Chriſt, to be as wiſe as ſerpents, ſo that they 
be together as innocent as doues ; with $.Bafil, I al- 
low xaar &; inat{lar wer epyiur, All honeſt & laudable callidi- 
| ty ; ſubritty and deepe ynderſtanding'doth not make 
counſell bad, bur the berter, fo it be good. 

The wiſe ancient Heathens fained the Spider odi- 
ous to Pallaz the goddefle of wiſedome, not for the 
ſabrill working , but for the poiſon in it,and becauſe 
the webbe is made ſo fleight andin the aire (as all 
poiſonous mens workes be, be they never ſo ſubtill ) 
ſuch as will make no garments,ſaith the Prophet E- 
ſay, andſuch as will not couer them, 

And they faincd Pals to haue a buckler,all ouer 
couered indeede with ſnakes and ſerpents; andI al- 
low itzbut the ſubſtance of it,was of bright Cryſtal ; 
allpure and clear&-and fuch muſt our wiſedome be, 
And they gaue her a ſpeare, cum acute cuſpide, with a 


In Preyerb. 


Eſa 59, 


ſharpe point: and ſo let it bezbut it was of true ſteele, 
and not wrought but by Yulcaz, whom they fained 
a God. They ſaid ſhee was a ſubtill woman: and fo 
let her bee; but ſhee was ener a virgin, ſhee was al- 
waies honeſt, and neuer would be defiled : ſuch muſt 
our wiſedome be. ow alwaies ſaid her counſel was 


to be approued; burthey therefore faid ſhe had no 
humane mother, but was borne alone of the braine 
of T#piter: ſuch muſt our wiſedome be. 

The Troians held their Citie to be invincible, fo 
long as they could keepe their Palladium inviolated; 
but they all ſaid their Pa//adinum was fallen from hea- 
uen, and neuer framed by the Art and hands of men, 

The morall Poets ſaid, that the frame and courſe 

of 


wonder the name of Babylons Policie; 
ofthings in this world, was good andexcellent, but 
ſoone would decay, it the linke and chaine ofthem 
were not tiedto the foote of 1upiters chaire: I need 
not for to moralize, it is plaine enough vnto them 
I ſpeake. | 
- Ido allow that Dasid might faine himſelfe mad: , gam..;; 
but not that he might fa inc himſelfe good and bee 
wicked, He wight fly to Ach;ſh and decceiue him too; 
bur hee might not (and therefore did not) proue a | 
Traitor, and fight againſt 7/-el. It was lawfull for :.$am. 6. 
bim co vic his good inuention for his ſafety,and hide 
bimſelfe in acaue; but he might not ( and therfore 
wou!d nor) kill Sa#/ his King, though he could haue 
Cone it, He might,vpon occaſion,deferre the puniſh- 
ment of /9ab; murthering Abnerand Amaſa, & hold 
him in his ſeruice ſtill; but he might not cauſe Yriah 
to be ſet inthe fore-front of the battle,that he might 
be murthered,and he inioy his wite, 
It was lawfull for 1-{bua(and the Lord commanded 1:4. 
it) to lay an ambuſh,to intrap the inhabirants of the 
Aye; but if hee had made a peace and league with 
them, hee was to haue kept it, as hee did with Gi- 
bros, x 
It was allowable for leroboam to deuiſe a way that 
his people maJdenor detetion from him, but hee 
might not do it with ſetting vp golden calues,VVhat 
ſhould I inſtance more? 1 allow wiſedome, and no- 
thing more; bur there is no-n/edome allowable vpon 
the earth, but that wee do know is allowed in hea» 
uen 3 Nay to ſpeake and be taken in the worlds ſenſe, 


there is no w/edowe but that. 
C2 There 
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3-Reg. 12, 
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Teſuitiſme deſcribed 

There isno man ſo wellconceited of the worlds 
wiſedome, but he wil be moued with a continuall ex-. 
perience; and let the volums of the worlds occur- 
rences be reuolued, which ſeeme voto vs to bee full 
of yarietics, bur, ifthey be marked dutely, they ſhall 
be found a continued Regiſter of this heauenly wiſc- 
doms perpetuall good ſucceſle, & of the others both 
decay and puniſhment; and if atany time it flouriſh- 
ed awhile, yetthis was the endit had, and the end 


to which it was and flouriſhed, decay and puniſh- 


ment; So that, well may be wrote atthe end of the 
booke of the worlds aQts,that of S. Paul,Ybi Sapiens, 
vbi Scriba? whereis the wiſe, where is the ſcribe, 
where is the diſputer of the world > Hath not God 
made the wiſedome of this world fooliſhnes? yes,ſure 
it is, God with his w;ſcdome doth gouerne this world, 
and as ſure it is, his gouernement and wiſederne is on- 


ly good. , 


This doth the very 4the;/?, and the man that ma- 
keth no God bur alone his reaſon, confeſle, that the 
only way to gouecrne or toliue amongſt men in this 
world (as it is now ſetled and compoſed) is by di- 
uine wiſedome and religious vertues ; but then, hee 
faith , that it is notneceſlary nor beſt, that alan 
ſhould ruly haue them,but that it is enough (& they 
moſt ſeruiceable ) if he doth but faine them, that fo 
eccaſion to the contrary may beſcrued. 

I wil not go about in preſentto refell theſe men, 
neither do I thinkethat there be ſuch men, but ſuch 
bookes onely; and the reafon that there bee ſuch 
bookes,is this ; Men thinke the conceits and inuen.- 
tions 
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tions of their braines fitter for the humours of the 
' world, then the true meditations of theic harts, and 
therefore do diuulge them, and can be contentto be 
thought wickeder then they are, that they may ob= 
faine the reputation of ſome ſingular wiſedome and 
vnderſtanding : although I donor ſee why the ambi» 
tion of an excellent vnderſtanding ſhould fo eſpeci- 
ally aftc& vaine men, when as a good vnderſtanding 
1s one of the commoneſt qualities that bee amongft 
men,and more haue it then any one eſpeciall vertue, 
To thele therefore (if ſuch there bec, who deny 
God to be,and more, namely blaſpheme him if hee 
be, by holding a fained goodnes to be ſufficient) I 
will only ſay thus much; Though the diuell hath got 
poſſeſſion of thine head, that he maketh thee to write 


ſuch bookes,yet,0 driue not God out of thin 


e hearr, 


nay, thou canſt not driue him out of it.Cor ex peFore, 
quam Deum ex corde enellere facilins, ſaith a Fatherzle 
1s caſter for thee to plucke thine heart out of thy 


Others there be;like vnto King Agrippe, w 


breaſt,then God out of thine heart. 


almoſt perſwaded by S.Pawl,to bea Chriſtian; theſe *% 26 


ho was 


men, they wil allow of diuinc wiſedome , ſed mixtan 
wolunt, but they will haue it mingled, and. thatthe 
ſmaller fraudes ( at the leaſt of the worlds ſubcilties, 
as alſo of the diuels ) may in good diuinity (to giue 
you their owne. words, Leviter miſceri & aſpergi,, be ) 
lightly ſprinkled and mingled vvith Divine wiſedome. 


They vvill haue a Prince (vvith Arifotte, as they ,,,, - ca! 


ſay) pwemprian ixrings not all cuill , but balfe euill. 
By frauds and deceits , ſay they, are eſtates cuerted, 


C3 


—— — 


Ad Attar, 
FEp.1., 


Seu.Declam, 
_ (ibs 


and may they not be conſerued by the ſame? weline 


Tefuitiſme deſcribed Þ 


amongſt n.en corrupted (that 1s, owes and Foxes) 
& may we not Creti;are cum Crete) Aanuiten iwpis Viper 
ecmze, May we notlaya ſnarefor the Fox, and play 
the wo!fe with the wo!fe? A ſingle good w/edome were 
ſufficient in adeuiſed imaginary cominon wealth, 
ſuch as is to be wiſhed for, but not found, 

They ſ{peake,as Cicero of Caro to his deare Atticus, 
Cato optime ſentit, ſed nocet interdum Reipub: Loquitur en 
nim tanquam in Politeia Platonis, non tanquam in face 
Romuli: Catoes opinion is beſt, but hee hurteth with 
it, many times, the common wealth(the beſt opini« 
on is notalwaies beſt forthe commonwealth) for 
that he ſpeaketh as ina Poljteia of P/ato, notas in the 
filth and progeny of Romulus, They are cenſured by 
them Rigidi Zenones, who will allow of nothing bur 
ſri&vertue; andit is termed bur a ſcholars poſic, 
to go Duce virtate, with vertue our guide, that wee 
may haue Comitem fortuna, good fortune our com- 
panion, | - 

I remember well what Sencca doth ſay , I{azntm 
tmbecilluatss noſtre patrocinium neceſſitas, que omnem lt- 
gem frangie. Neceſſity is a great Patron of all our 
weakenesand wickednes, andit breaketh cuery law: 
and if hereI ſhould confefle, Per mores hominum, by 
the manners of men, ſo deceitful and falſe,thar there 
is almoſt akince of neceſſity of this intermixtion of 
a little worldly craft and ſubtilty, yermuſt I then an- 
nex vnto it, Mc ramen approbationem cius non inuenire, 
thatI do not finde an approbation for itin the word 
of God : or why ſhouldI ſay there ſceemeth anecel- 

| ſity 
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ſity but of the leaſt deceirfull wickednes 2 Hath the 
Lord ordained inſufficient meanes for the conuer- 
ſing of men and the ruling of them? Is the Lords 
wiledom imperfe&? Gaue not God Sol/omonenough 
to gouerne with? Theſe men that thinke the w/edow 
of God defeftiue, they bce like vnto that king of 
Spaine Alphonſus the tenth, who ſaid, that, $i in Prine 
cipio mundi, ipſe Deo adfuiſſet, mula melits ornatinſh, 
condenda fuiſſe:Tt he had beene with God inthe be- . 
ginniag of the world,when he created it, he thoughe 
he could better haue compoſed and ordered ir, for 
diucrs particulars, | | 
And to what endſhould this commixtion be? Is 
not diuine wiſcdome as ſubtill and vnderftanding, as 
the worlds ? Is goodnes more dull then wickednes ? 
Can not true wiſedowe lay a ſnare for the Fox as well 
as the falſe ? Is diuine wiſedcm? preſcribed to be lefle 
prouident and circumſpe&? Is it limited to ob- 
uious and open knowne inuentions andcourſes ? Is 
religion barren of policie ? Hath Chriſtianity decai- 
ed wiſedome and gouernemeat? Doe Chriſtian do- 
QArines deſtroy any one vertue, as that divelliſh Flo. 
rentine? Noznoz Thereis none fo perfect kind of 
goucrnement, n2r euer was in the world, asis the 
Chriſtian; yea,& to.ſpeake and iudge as a meere hu- 
maniſt, even as now the world is fetled, there is no 
ſuch policie as honeſty ; ifdeception and deceipt be 
an only needfull thing co conuerſe with mea, why 
yet can honeſtly (and that honeſtly beſt and ſecureſt 
doe it. | 
— Honeſtdeceptions there beenow to deceiue the: 
CODED =o 


Fudetb £6.10, 
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world withall; Apefes was not bound openly to paint 
Alexanders $karte,it was allowable for him tolay his 
finger on it,and we may do the like: Nor was an 0. 
ther painter bound, plainly to paint A/phonſus wry 
necke; it was lawfull to make itſo as if he were looks 
ing vpto heauen: That Politician was not bound to 
ſay all he could, nor diſpute his beſt with _AHarianm 
Cz/ar ; buthe might forbearc, and conceale,and ex- 
cuſc himſelfe, with ſaying,I tis good reaſon to yeeld 
to him that commandeth 3o Legions: 1uderh was 
not obliged to go in the ſack-cloth and garments of 
herwidowhood ; but ſhe might waſh her body ,8: 
annoint it ſweete, and dreſle vp her haire, and put 
on her bracelets,and {lceues, and rings, and carings, 
and ſlippers, and all the ornaments of an amiable 
Lady, that ſheemight allure the cies of Holofernes, 
yea,and come vnto his very bed-fide,that ſhe might 
deceiuehims and we may do the like, I allow it. Let 


Tacit. Amal. Tiberius make as much of his diſlimulation, as of a- 


A. 


ny other of his vertues,ſorthere be nothing but virtue 
in his diſimulation . Let Frederick and Srgiſmund 
ſay, that, Neſtit regnare qui neſcit diſſimulare, ſo the 
diffimulation goeth not ſo farre, that Bonum ſit in 
Lingua,& maluns = lingua : there may be occaſion 


- thatmenmay colour with their words,ſo the poiſon 


of Aſpes be not vnder theirlips: It isthe marke ot a 
fooleto opE all his mindat once, wheras a wiſe man 
reſerues it til afterwards,ſaith Solomer, Pro.29. 11, 
Andnow TI comeynto an otherſort of men, the 
great Impoſtors of the world, the Bab/onians; of 
whom though can ſpeake little but that is knowne, 
yer 
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yet for to ſpeake,and againe to ſpeake may be conue- 
rient, if but for the increaſing of our deteſtation of 
them : No» enim vſque dum, viri, fratres, ſatis odrs 
Mus 


Who theſe I ſpeake of be, and where Bzbylonnow 


15, after it is,what ſhould I ſay , bur ſo,ſo, declared; py his Maics | 
after ſuch,ſuch a diuine demonſtration of it, I will ic, 


not once ſomuchas thinke yedoubtr, 
For theſe men, that you may ſee how wiſedowe 
and knowledge haue cauſed them to rebell ; Firſt in 
encrall: There is not one pointof their religion, 
wherein they differ from vs,bur it is the inuention of 
their worldiy ſubtill wiſedame, to procure them, ei- 
ther authority or profit, to ſatisfie their ambition or 
couctouſnes. A thingnotvnworthy the obſeruing, 
that they differnot from vsin any one opinion, but 
that bringeth then.in,either exceſſtue wealth or au- 
thority; and fois the inuention of their (ubtill wiſe- 
dome wnto thoſe purpoſes : andthisI ſuppoſe, there 
be many thouſands that dare impawne their owne 
and their cauſes credit,to approue and demonſtrate; 
andI had thought to haue inſtanced and ſhewedit 
in particulars , but that ſo much ofthe time is paſt 
already. - 

But what neede I inſtance? This doQtrine hath 
beene maivtained byſome of them, That as the Tem= 
porall Magiſtrate may inuent and impoſe meanes to bring 
bim #n treaſure, and increaſe his authority aud reſpett; (0 
the Church may deniſe andexcogitate the like, both poſiti- 
#ns,dofrines, and prattiſes, (if not repugnant to the 
wordof God) to bring them in i and m_ 
| this, 


Ibidem, 
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this, if vnderſtood of Ceremonies and ornaments, 
that may be as well ofgood vie for decency and de- 
uotions increaſe, asfor profit, may be allowed and 
wiſhed for, ( if any where wanting; )but they haue 
done itin thoſe things, which they make fundamen- 
tall and <fſentiall to ſaluation : So is their religion 
the inuention of wiſedome;; And ſo haue thy wiſedows 
and thy knowledge,o Babylon, cauſed thee 10 rebel. 

But to go forward ; theſe outward ſhapes of men, 
they do notonly allow and teach this lighter mixti- 
on of ſmaller wicked frauds and deceits, but that 
all fraudes, all deceits, all devices,all praQtiſes , all 
kindes of wiſedome, all whatſocuer; all, is notonly 
allowable, but good , nay commanded, if it bein 
Bonum Eccleſie, tor the good of their Church, - _ 

Hoc intuitu, they ſay with Cicero, nay, they abuſe 
his ſaying, 20d plerumgque turpe haber: ſolet, turpe non 


erit; and = they ſay with Czcero, nay,and againe 


they abuſe his ſaying, officio fungitur,gc. He doth his 
duety, who, howſoeuer, prowideth for the common [aftty. 
It is their fimilie and dotrine,T hat ar it is lawfull and 
wſuall to temper 4 proportion of poiſon into « medicine, to 
purge the bodie ;euen ſo, nor leſſe lawful is it to commix 
of wickednes in an action, when it may be medicine,jn [as 
Iutem Eccleſie,for the good of theit Church. 
A Poets verſe ( it ſeemes )is good text, for them 
7 \iuSor At ouTHIa nn oufiper 2Þh) error Foie Suogw 2 Alie told to 
a good end, hath no inconuenience in it, Let the 
world be traueld ouer,and the volumes of it reuiew- 
edfrom their firſt beginnings vnto their laſtlerter, 
and ſee if cuerthere were or beza people that had a- 


— — — -- - 


\ 
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ny Religiowpnay, that had buttlienature ofmen 


(growne neuer ſo wilde and fauage) that cuermain- 
tained,not onely ſuch an irreligious, but inhumane 


Poſition; for thatigdeſtroyeth not onely all Religi. 


on, butall humanity and ſociety. 

| To what end beeall thelimits, all the lawes, all 
che commandements,all the counſels that God hath 
giuen vs? nay, to what end beall the ingraued and 
innated morall lawes, and inſtints.,andreſtraints of 
nature withia vs,if it be Jawtul todo what we liſt , to 
a pretended good end ?.. . y 


From this their doctrine, iris come to paſle, that zip.tis.r; 


I may fitly ſay with 0:40 in Tacitus, ye v/quam pro- 
&incia? what prouinceis thereinthe world, where 
they haue come, que non crnenta o& maculata? that is 
not blodied?blodied and defiled ? antyvtipſe predicate, 
emendata & correcia,or, as they terme it,amended 8& 
corrected ? Nam que alf ſcelera,hy remedia vocant. tor 
chat vvhich others call vvickedneſle, they callreme- 
dies; nay,as ic ficly there follovveth, Conramehlias vez 
ſtras (0 Principes ) diſciplinam appellant ; yout injuries, 
and your vvrongs, and your contumelies(o Princes) 
they call but their Diſcipline. _ 

From.this their Dodrine: and approbation of 
wickednes, it hath ſo.ſucceeded, that I may aske the 
queſtion,vpon al the many thick-fowne Treaſons,in 
the daics of our late bleſſed Queene(bleſled and glo- 
rious now in heauev, and for euermore to liue fa- 
mous andglorious in our thankfull memories )ypon 
all, I ſay,thoſe many Treaſons, came thereeuer the 
lighteſt cenſure and diſcipline from Babylon againſt 

D 2 chem 
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-y/ themforthem ?.came there fo much ava reprehen- 
j 


fion andmild reprouing ? Nay, 6000 yeercs almoſt 
hath the world Cikes and neuer could all the Di- 
uels of Hell before, make men canceiue,and obtaine 
ofthem, to aitempt ſuch an horrible Treaſon, as 
that Powder-plot, and yer notwithſtanding,did euer 
any one ſee or heare of, ſo much as one line written 
hither fro Baby/on( cuen from any one of their deuou- 


> reſt Friers) troadmoniſh them, at leaſt, tharthey no 


moreattempt the like? No, Bab)/on wil never dif- 
grace or diſcourage Treaſon; that Caiphas wil rather 
loſe his Maſfe, then his doctrine of the lawfulnes of 
practices and treacheries againſt Kings and Princes. 

Nay,in ſtead of admoniſhing to the contrary, haue 
ehcy not inregiſtred to poſterity that Archc6ſpirator 
Iefuite Garzet tor a holy Martyr ? Nay, haue ther not 
painted him with an Angel ouer his head,& hanged 
him vp amongſt thereſt of their holy ſaints & Mar- 
tyrs?Nay, haue theynot approued his fat witha fai- 
ned miracle fro heaue,&ſo accordingly printed him, 
with glorious beames about his head,and aSeraphin 
in his mouth,and thus carrie him vp and downe the 
ſtreetes to ſhew and ſel him; and allthis withlicence 
and authority? Andnot content with this, are they 


-not yer further now inhand with anew booke to a- 


pologize for him? 0 mores & Tempora, Times and 
manners / was cuer villany incouraged before? was 
euer wickedneſſe honowed in the vvorid before ? 
what1s it thata Teſuite wil not attempr,(whoſe grea- 
teſt ambition is bur Martyrdome)when as he know- 
etb,that vvhatſocuer his fat ſhall be, hee ſhall bee 


inregiſtred to poſterity for a Martyr ? 
SIE TO PONCTIY JOFA | When 
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When 71ulins Atticus carge vnto Galbathe-Empes Tacis.biþ.li.n, 


rour, with his {word all bloody, erying out that hee 
had killed 0tho his enemie, (though hisenemie, and 
though inarmes againſt him) yet Galba gaue him 
this reward, with asking him, Commilits, quis iuſsit ? 
Souldier,who bade thee ? Thus did that Emperour, 
yeta Heathen. Burt if a Souldier goes to Babylop, 
with his ſword all bloodied tn arebellion and trea- 
ſon againſt his natural] Soueraigne, and can bur pre- 
tend his intention for their Churches good, his ſword 
ſhall be madea holy relique, and hee rewarded and 
honoured as a-Confeſſour of their Catholike faith. 
But leta poore mnocent come vnto them, that hath 
nothing to ſhew bur his beades in hishands, and nor 
a bloody (word, nor any thing to plead bur his Cax 
tholike conſcience, hee may chance to plead, and 
begge, and crie, and-almoſt ſtarue, as: ſome of their 
very Prieſts (our poore Countrimen) haue done : 
and yet this their liberalitie (giuen eſpecially to vil- 
lanie) gocth vader the name of Catholike charitie. 
Were their treaſons and practiſes the faults of 
particular men that a&tthem, the reſt were more to- 
lerable : but they beeffefts of their dofrine. Ir is 
but vaine for vs to thinke we diſgrace them, with al- 
legingtheir Trea/ons againſt them : there is no one 
thing thatthey more allow and teach, then the /aw- 
fulnes of Treaſonsagainſt that King that 1s not theirs; 
nay, that they are bound to reſiſtand remooue him. 
Alateproofe of this from their Pope himlelfe, by 
his Buls forbidding the taking of an 0ath to Ciuill 0- 
bedience and fidelitie, made to preuent ſuch horrible 
; | D } T reaſons: 
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Treaſons : inwhich, particular men may take excep- 
tion againſt ſome particular word or clauſe. But a 
maine of their being forbidden the taking of it, may 
well be ſuppoſed to bee their holding the valawtul- 
neſſe of Ciwill obedience and fidelitie, to luch a King as 
is not theirs; and the obligation beſides to all rreache- 
rous pradtiſes. 

And they which are where they dare freely ſpeake 
it, will, and have confeft it plainely, that it is impoſ- 
{ible to be of their religion, and heere to be a true ſubiett 
in Ciuill Obedience. | | 

Nay, it hath beene vowed vnto mee, by a ſecular 
Prieſt of their owne, that he hath many times heard 
our Zeſuites reſolue vpon it, and determine ir, that if 
, a Toleration ſhould heere bee granted them, they nei- 
ther would nor might acceptit, vpon this conditi- 
on, toreſt content and quiet with it. | 

Their zeale to this doAtrine may well be gathered 
from their proceeding in it ſtill further and further, 
To thatinſtance of Dawds patience & dealing with 
Saul, they anſwer not as they were wont; bur it hath 
binanſwered vnto by the 7eſuits (if one of their own 
Prieſts ſay true) that David had done amiſſe and (in- 
ned, that he killed not Sau! when hee might haue 
doneit, only but that hee is to be excuſed for omit- 
ting that opportunitie, becauſe he did it to afurther 
good end; namely,in his policie, ſeeing himſelfe his 
ſucceſſour, becauſe he would not giue ſuch an exam- 
ple for others to praQtiſe towards himſelfe ; and to 
thisend was ſuch thew of ſorrow for Sauls death, 
and ſcuerity to him that aid he killed him,in reſpe& 
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to himſelfe,and not to Saul. And in fine, the fame 
Prieſt vowed in generall, that ſuch be their Poſitions, 
that there 15 no meancs in the world; for them that 
difter from them 1n-religion, to admit them with 
ſafety, as holding themſelues bound with no. Oath 

tharcan bedeniſed for them, if the obſeruance bee 
tothe hindrance or hurt of their teligion : and ſo 
writeth that T raifor-eſuite-Parſons. Dol.p.1.6.4; 
- Thisgenerall doQtrine of theirs, of the lawfulneſle 
and obligation to Treaſons, and whatſoeuer prafti- 
/ſes for the good of their Charch, affootds Set a 
boundleſſe libertie in all theirchoughts andattions. 
I will inſtance only alittle further, not to ſhew you 
their doAtrine, (for that is well knowen) but from 
theregard of their particular applying ic vnto, vs. I 
ſpeake not now of theit SyajespradZiſes, but onely of 
their Clergiesdofrineand indenour; © © | h 
Beſides the obligation wherewith they binde the 
'naturall ſubieAs againſt their owne Soueraigne, for 
their Churches good;they now obligealſotheir Prin- 
es and Effates with a much' like, or the ſame bond, 
againſtall them that be nor theirs. | 
' :Nociuill leagues and confederation, nociuill con- 
nerfation and commerce, no-permittance of reſt- 
dencein their Countries, is allowable with them, 
but aloncof ſach, and with thoſe, who: bee: together 
with them of zhery religion. y 
Not otherwiſe, ſay they, were the children of 1/- 
raelin the Land of Canaay, to deate with the Gentile 
Idolaters, then they be now bound to deale. with vs. 
The inſtance oftheir being commanded, vtrerly to 
| root. 
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root them out, is alleged as an example for them, to 
deale by with vs. Inſtances of ciefting Arrians,Jewes, 
Moores, Turkes, bee alleged as paternes and plat- 
formes, for them, to ſquare out their dealings by, to- 
wards vs. 

But yer, notwithſtanding this their vnlawfulneſſe 
of contederation and amitic, with them that be not 
theirs (which is worthy the mag the ſame 
writing it is added, that az ammitie is allowahle to bee co- 
lourable, upon neceſsitte or occaſion, with a ſecret hope and 
intention to their owne and their Churches good, But 
thenagaine, at length, when this hope of good is 
fruſtrate, andin place thereof great inconueniences 
appcare, they.then may lawtully and iuſtly breake 
oathand promiſe; :Nay I will giue you their owne 
words, their ownewritings : T here i an Obligation in 
conſcience, not to accoiplih the promiſe and vowzas He- 
rod was bound not toaccomplith his oath that hee 
madeto.Herodias. And heere is alleged the inſtance 
of the Emperour 1«ſtinws the firſt, who though in 
the beginning ofthis Empire (in regard ofhis pow- 
erfull enemie T heodoricusKing of 7talie requiring it) 
hegaueconſent & promiſe, that the 4rrians ſhould 
remaine within his dominions, yet notwithſtanding 
afterwards when he found his time, hee brake his 
pr and draue them all out ; and I»ſtinus is 

ighly commended for it by them. Or if it may 
not goo farre, then is alleged the inſtance of his ſuc- 
ceſſor Tuſtinianus, who, though he made peace with 
king Atalarius an Arian, yet nornihllonton would 
not lufferan Arr7ianto enter into his Kingdome. | 
Thus 
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© Thus yon do ſee,theyallowan Oath may be ta- 
ken to an vnlawfull thing, for their Churches good; 
and that againe it may lawfully be broken, when 
they (cetheirtime, for the good of their Church : 
Any thing with them is lawtull,any thing vnlawful; 
Pattum non pacTum,non pact um pattum erit 5 A vow 
ſhall bea vow,a vow ſhall be no vow, when they 
thinke it meet, for the good oftheir Church. What 
ſhould I fay,but cry out ? perillous and dangerous 
men, with whom mcncan not live in this world, ex- 
cept they will beleeue with them z and with whom 
men can not beleeue, if they mind to live in the 
world to come. 

But now,foran end; as my Text hath afforded 
me theſe premiſlcs,ſo the preſent rime wil afford me 
this contla ſton. Asno particular man thinkes him- 
ſelfe bound, to that which all are bound vnto ; ſo, 
ſuch is mans diſtemper,that that which he is indcft- 
nitely commanded alwaies to do,he will almoſt ne- 
uerdo : {© that it eemeth the beſt for man, to haue 
certaine times limited out for him to be good; from 
whence(though from other reaſons alſo,more eſpe- 
ciall)cthe Church of God may be thought to haue 
ſorted out this preſent time of Lent, for religious of- 
fices. Of which, not amiſſe,Pope Leo Ser. 2. de 2ua- 
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quadrageſimali rehgioffor non inuenttur ; he is to be 
thought ac other times littlereligious, who at this 
time is not found more religious;itis hardto be ſup- 
poſed, that he is alwaies traly deuaut,who ci not in- 
dure a little more to be _— he is commanded. - 
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. Forthe particnlarin hand; theſe Babylonians our 


aduerſaries, in forren, parts, have many.times for 
many daies together publike indited Faſts, and 
ſupplications peculiar to this end, that the Lord 
would end them good ſucceſſe againſt vs and 'our 
Church, and not ſuffer our religion to preuaile.a- 
moneſt them ; and many indulgences beſtowed by 
their Popes,vpon luch,as to this purpos , ſhall bur 
ſay certaine praiers : ſuch carefulnefſe and induſtry 
of theirs(as alwaies it doth,though ina bad matter) 
preuaileth for them much,and iuſtifierh them much 
with men; andiet vs beware,and feare,that- it hurts 
not vs,and condemne not vs with God, Let vs not 
beleſſedeuoutand zealous in eſteeming a bleſſing, 
then we are carneſt in maintaining it to bea bleſling, 
And therefore , ſeeing we haue not particular 
times ſorted out vnto vs for it,in this our common 
and ſolemnetime of teuotions and conioined prai- 
ſes and praiers vnto God, let vs bleſſe him, and 
raiſe him,and thanke him; for this ſo choice a bleſ- 
ing,offauing vs from thoſe ſo dangerous plots of 
their ſubtill diuelliſh wi/dome; from the deadly infe- 
ion of ſuch-poiſonous Paradoxes ; from the ſlauiſh 
ſeruitude and captiuity of Babylon, whole friendſhip 
is ſeruitude(and admits not equality ) whoſe kiſſes 
be treaſons, whole religion is wiſedome,and whoſe 
wiſedome wickedneſle. 
In this exhortation,TI had thought a little further 
to haye proceeded, but the time, now paſt, con- 
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therefore,vato the children of. 7/rae!,- when they 
were 
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were freed from Babylon, I will only fay vnto you, in 
this our common time of deugtion, ſtand vp and 
praiſe our God foreuer and ever, who hath done 
that for vs which excecdeth all praiſe : and let vs 
faſt, and let vs pray, and ler vs repent vs of our 
{innes,thar God may ſtill afely prote& vs in his 7e- 
ruſalem.and neuer returne vs againe to Babylon. 
Butalittle further,alone to ſhew vnro you, how I 
would haue madea full vſe,of that which hath been 
ſpoken: As we muſt be carefull,that we be not poi- 
loned and infefted with Babylons wiſedome and 
knowleage,ſo we muſt prouide that, our owne wiſe- 
dome be not infe&ious and poiſonous. In the firſt of 
my Sermon, 1 ſhewed vnto you, how wiſedome and 
knowledge cauleth men to {inne; that wi/edome , if it 
workes amiſle,isan exquiſite {inner,a famous rebell 
of choice imploiments and ſeruice tor the dinell : 
from whence I would take occaion,at this time, to 
put you in mind of your vnder/tandings, and ſubtil- 
ties,and carthly wi/edomes (innes.; repented, I hope, 
you haue of diuers other kinds of your offences ; of 
the luſts of your fleſh ; your etes and fanſtes wan- 
tonneſſe; your affe&tions vitious pleaſures ; your 
paſſions wicked diſtempers in anger,and cnuy, and 
malice,and hatred,and divers of the like : but few 
men ſuſpe&, it, that their wi/edome and knowledge 
ſhould miſguide and miſlead them. D#abolum queri- 
ti incorde,you are buſic, ſeeking of the dinell a- 
monegſt the afte&ions of your hearts, to driue him 
from thence ; Et eccejlle claxculum ſedet m capite, and 
bchold,like a lubtill gone, 6d hach ſecretly got 
2 im 
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him vp and ſetteth in your heads, he is in your vn- 
derſtandings and your wiedome. 

Anatomiſts dowrite, that in the brainc of man, 
' there isa Rete mrabile,an admirable ner, that ts, a 
heape and clod of arteries, that for the many win- 
dings,and turnings,andintricate infoldings,can not 
be anatomized ; and ſo indeed;as it zh;s ofthe body 
were forto ſ{ignifie that of rhe mind ; In the braine, 
and the wit, andthe wiſedome of man,there is a Re- 
te mirabile,an admirable ner, a heape and a clod of 
manifold infolded ſubtilties ; that for the win- 
dings and turnings,and intricate deuices,can not be 
anatomized; with which admirable net , we doe 


catch the poore fiſh and fowle that we doe deale 


withall : of theſe it is, I exhort you to repent. 
Whoſoeuer thou art, in the priuy cloſer of thy 
meditations,recall vp the ſecret complots, the ſab- 
till inuentions,the crafty deuices, the intricate dc- 
ceits,the wily cunnings of thy wit and wiſedome ; in 
which,as the Prophet ſpeaketh of the Babylonians, 
(in the very verſe of my text)thou haſttruſted, and 
haſt ſaid, none ſeeth me. | 
Looke to the ſinnes of thy witand wiſedome , for 
which,in reaſon, God ſhould puniſh thee more then 
for any other,that thou wilt abuſe ſo excellent a fa- 
culty,which God hath therefore giuen thee, to teach 
and dire& thee, that thou abuſeſ not thereſt: 
The heathen Orator could ſay, Bono conſilio 4 Deo 
- ſaprentia in frandem &« malitiam conuerti non 
et. 
I will only therefore (for finall concluſion ) give 
you 
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you a rule, to preuent,that this worldly wiſedome do 
not miſlead and miſ-guide you, and fo I will com- 
mit you vnto God. 

And this rule or aduice,it is Saint Pauls vnto the r.Cor.c.3. 
Corinthians,in his firſt Epiſtle vato them , and third 
Chapter : Nemo ſe ſeducat,let no man ſeduce or de- 
cciuve himſelfe ; $7 quis videtur inter vos ſapiens eſſe in 
hoc ſeculo,flultis fiat vt ſit ſapiens : If any one amoneſt 
you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world.let him be a foale that 

1 hemaybewife. 

; This (it may be)ſcemeth a ſtrange courſe, and the 
1 meanesbutof acommon and vnexperienced con- 
ceit in this world, that aman ſhould becomea foole 
that he may be wilc ;, fit robe taught i Monaſterio, 
amongſt Pricſts and Friers, not men of the world; 
or that which adiuine(indeed)is to teach , bur yer 
not that which in divinity ſome others are to tol- 
low : for that euery goodneſſe is not common vnto 
all, cyuery man is not bound vnto theſe ſtrit do- 
Arines and courſes of chriſtianity. 

Oh andalaſle,carry not thy (elfeto hell, with diſ- 
courſe and ſentences ; O diſtinguiſh not berwixe 
thy ſelfe and others,ro thine owne deſtruttion ; to 
the prouing that thou maiſt be worſe then other 
men, but that thou maiſt be better . Thinkeſt thou 
to have aliberry to any one {inne, or an immunity 
from any goodneſſe, becauſe thou art not a proteſt 
divine? This is the common ſubtilty of the diuell, 
with which he doth deceiue a world of men. No, 
there is no condition and eſtate that exempteth a 
man from ſtritneſle in chriſtianity. And fir and ex- 
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cellent is the preface of Saint Pawl,which he maketh 
vnto this his Jofrine,Nowe ſeſeducat, let no man 
ſeduceand deceiue himlelte ; rhis is the only way, 
this is the courſe, fora man that thinketh himſelte 
wile to becomea foole,that he may be wile. 

And this was the praiſe of Sarnt Paul , after the 
ſcales were fallen from his ejes,that he could ſee a- 
right,ſpeaking of himſelfe and his fellow Chriſtians, 
Nos ftylti ſums propter Chriſtum, we are fooles for 
Chriſts ſake. This is an excellent dinine wiſedome, 
which the carnall man is notable ro conceine, when 
a man for Chriſts ſake can be content in this world 
to becomea foole.Diuine-like Sexeca, Nemo virtuts 
magis deuotus,quam qui bont viri faman perdit,ne con- 
ſcientiam perdat;None is ſotruly deuored to virtue, 
as hethar loſeth the fame of a good man, that he 
may not loſe his conſcience ; and he is the man 
that is truly deuored to wi/edome, who can be con- 
tent(in this world)to loſe the-rcputation of a wiſe 
man,and to be thought a foole,tor his inward loue 
to wiſedome. | # 

Admirably Saint Paul,to a ſoule of that ſenſe that 
feeles him ſpeake,WWe caſt downe(laith he ) the imagi- 
nations,or counſels, and euery high thing that extolleth it 

ſelfe againſt the knowledge of God ; Et in captiuitatem re- 
digimus omnem intellettumzn obſequium Chriſti, and 
we bring into captiuity euery thought or conceit 
of ours,to the obedience of Chriſt. 

This is,indeed,truly to be wi/e,for a man to ſup- 
preſſe the imaginations and counſels of his natu- 
rall vnderſtanding, and euery mounting exaltation 
of 
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of humane wi/edome,that extolleth ir ſelfe againſt the 
knowledpe of God,& to reduce into captiuity his vn- 
595-6 wh & thoughts to the obedience of Chriſt. 
Our Sauiours ſermon began thus ; Beats pauperes Marrs, 
ſpiritu, Bleſſed be the poore in ſpirit : theſe be the 
poorc in ſpirit,that can be content with the poore, 
honeſt, humble vnderftanding of a Chriſtian, and 
leaue the ſubrilties of humane wi/edome,and ſubiect 
their conceitsto the obedience of Chriſt, and for 
his ſake to be thought fooles. : 
Fundauit Deus mundum ſuper nibilum, faith Tob, 
God hath founded the wad vpon nothing, vf vm- { 


Ker ſus mundus ſe fundaret ſuper ipſum(faith a father) 
that the whole world ſhould foundit ſelfe upon him : and 
as he hath done with the materiall world,ſo hath he 
done(ſaith Peraldus Lugdunenſis)with the world of 
his Chriſtian common-wealth, he hath founded it 
vpon nothing ; atg, hoc nihilum, and this nothing 
(vpon which he hath founded it) is an humble dif- 
priling and forlaking of all our owne abilities and 
wiſedome,and an only relying vpon that his diuine, 
which he hath limited for vs : which the Lord, of 
his infinit mercy, grant that we may do,that, gui- 
ded by his wifedome here ( (o that the follies 
of the world do not diuert vs)we may be 
dir-&ed by it,toliue with him for -—— 
euerand euer, through leſs” S} 
Chriſt our Sauiour, 7 © 
Amen. =: 
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